
  SECTION 2E 

SEXUAL ASSAULT FORENSIC EXAMINATION (SAFE)-CHILD 
ABUSE RESOURCE AND EDUCATION (CARE) NETWORK 
 
The SAFE-CARE Network is a group of medical providers (physicians and nurse 
practitioners) throughout the state who are committed to the comprehensive and 
competent examination of child victims of sexual and physical abuse.  The Network was 
formed through the cooperative efforts of the Children’s Division and the Department of 
Health and Senior Services where physicians are recruited by both agencies.  The 
SAFE-CARE Advisory Council membership consists of physicians, nurse practitioners, 
a Children’s Division liaison, and the Director of the Missouri Network of Child Advocacy 
Centers.  The goals of the Advisory Council are to address concerns of the Network and 
to assist in the improvement and consistency in the provision of services to Missouri’s 
abused children.  
 
Each provider participates in a training session where they discuss such topics as 
sexual abuse examinations, court testimony, and child interview techniques.  New 
providers are required to attend a two-day SAFE-CARE Network comprehensive 
training session.  Current providers are required to participate in one SAFE-CARE 
training update or an approved training equivalent per year.  No provider is accepted or 
maintained in the Network without attending the required training. 
 
The SAFE-CARE Network in conjunction with the Advisory Council and a Strategic 
Planning Group are now implementing a major restructuring of the Network.  The 
restructuring is not limited to, but will involve the implementation of a tiered system of 
providers based on amount of professional time devoted to SAFE-CARE exams as well 
as commitment, training and educational achievement.   
 
Although it is expected to take three (3) years to implement the new system, some 
elements began changing in spring of 2004, and will continue changing through 2005.  
Participation as a provider in the SAFE-CARE Network will be limited to Level 2 and 
Level 3 practitioners only.  In the past, there have not been any contractual expectations 
placed on new or existing providers.  Since the Network’s inception in 1989, hundreds 
of physicians and nurse practitioners have been trained, many of which never 
performed a SAFE-CARE exam or completed only a few.  Many participants simply 
drop out of the Network.  
 
The Network can operate much more efficiently by recruiting and retaining providers 
that exhibit special interest and dedication to the medical aspects of Child Maltreatment.  
The effectiveness of educational and administrative resources to recruit, train and retain 
dedicated providers will greatly improve under the tiered system.  Focusing the 
Network’s resources will further the Network’s mission to provide Missouri’s children 
with well trained providers that are supported by a much stronger and efficient system.  
The Advisory Board is currently in the process of assessing the current status of each 
provider to determine where each would fit in the tiered system. 
 



  SECTION 2E 

The proposed tiered system of SAFE-CARE providers and services includes three (3) 
levels: 
 

Level I – General Providers 
  

• Not SAFE-CARE providers and would not be reimbursable under Medicaid. 
• Would receive basic education in recognition and primary response to child 

maltreatment. 
• Practitioners at this level would be primary care providers such as 

Pediatricians, Family Practice, ER physicians, FNP’s, PNP’s OB/GYN, ER 
nurses and other ER staff. 

• SAFE-CARE Network would provide educational programs to this tier. 
 

Level 2 – SAFE/CARE Providers 
 

• Providers would be expected to perform a minimum number of exams during 
a specified reporting period. 

• Educational programs required for this tier consist of those programs provided 
by the Network as well as acceptable conferences, web-based training or 
other programs deemed acceptable by the Network. 

• Evidence of proficiency is required. 
• Contractual arrangement is required with written notice of commitment. 
• Adequate photo documentation equipment required. 
• Adequate mentoring and opportunity to participate in preceptorships will be 

provided by the Network. 
 

Level 3 – Resource Center Providers 
 

• Providers in this tier would typically be based in tertiary centers and may 
devote greater than 50% of their practice to child maltreatment. 

• Will provide mentoring and preceptors. 
• Would provide education at SAFE-CARE trainings. 
• Would provide services on a contractual basis with the Network. 

 
Information collected on the medical reports provides Network members and Children’s 
Division with insight into the dynamics involved in physical and sexual abuse.  
Demographic information of the child, parents and alleged perpetrator is collected and 
stored for future research and evaluation.  This information will be compared against 
information already collected by the Division to develop client profiles.  In SFY-02, the 
Network consisted of 163 active providers who conducted 3,047 examinations.  In SFY-
03, the Network consisted of 163 active providers who conducted 3,698 examinations.  
In SFY-04, the Network consisted of 153 active providers who conducted 3,557 
examinations. 
 


